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Public  Health  Offices, 

St.  Peter’s  Close, 

Braintree, 

Essex, 
June,  IQ38. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Re- 
port on  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Conditions  of  the  Braintree 
Rural  District  for  the  year  1937. 

The  health  of  the  District  has  been  good  and  the 
death  rate  low. 

The  inspection  of  working  class  dwellings  under 
the  Housing  Acts  has  made  progress  during  the  year  but 
further  efforts  are  needed  to  ensure  a satisfactory  standard 
throughout  the  District. 

Work  on  the  comprehensive  water  schemes  which  will 
serve  the  northern  and  south  eastern  portions  of  the  District 
was  commenced  in  1937. 

The  construction  of  the  new  sewerage  and  sewage  dis- 
posal system  for  Crossing,  ^\’hite  Notley  and  Black  Notley 
was  commenced  during  the  year. 

Sewerage  Schemes  for  the  Parishes  of  Feering  and 
Terling  are  under  consideration  by  the  Council. 

I wish  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for  their 
help  and  support  and  to  the  Council’s  Officers  for  their 
valued  co-operation  during  the  year. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 


J.  HATTON. 


Vital  Statistics  ok  Wholk  District  during  1937  and  previous  Years. 


a] 

H 

Q 


•(sI{:;B9Q  J9A0 

8H!jjTa  JO  sseoxg) 
esvejonj 

X 

t 

tot 

04 

X 

70 

V 

IM 

1 

— 33 

0 

pH 

•sai'BjVi 

CO 

0 

CO 

0 

CO 

00 

« 

puvr^usr 

04 

cd 

>H 

<N 

<N 

<m‘ 

IN 

>s 

>S 

M 3S  3 mi" 

ed 

C5 

UOSUBdOIOO 

0 

0 

0 

04 

05 

>-l 

Oo 

ho 

jo; 

C5 

05 

d 

6; 

05 

d 

05 

d 

d 

o' 

d 

cd 

9\TSJ  p9S| 

>S 

>«< 

■'H 

>H 

S 

-PJBPUBIS 

oa 

4:4 

X 

05 

'1^' 

05 

04 

04 

0 

04 

04 

rH 

«b>4 

oi 

rj< 

X* 

•<f 

iH 

tH 

rH 

iH 

pH 

•H 

h 

•joqtimKr 

0 

X 

X 

X 

X 

4> 

X 

05 

X 

X 

0 

X 

05 

X 

g 

04 

04 

X 

M 

Iz; 

04 

04 

04 

04 

04 

04 

04 

04 

C4 

04 

04 

seiBjVV  V 

puBiSug 


OJ 

<o 


o 

«o 


Cc 


*c 


^ o> 
^ *o 


io  *c 


000‘I 

jad 


CO 

CO 


•-<  CO 
lO  l> 


t- 

CO 


CO  00 
iO  Cl 


ueqniti|^ 


CO  io 

1-1  cq 


Oi 


•xoiaxsiQ 
Ni  aasaxsioa-a 
aaaHai^  nvxox 


40 


CO 


00 

C^  (M 


O 

00 

C<1 


rH 

CO 


40 

(N 


l> 

X 


04  X 
40  40 


X i>  05  O) 


•joiaisiQ  u* 

pajajsilSaj  lou 
sjuspisaj  JO 

X 

04 

X 

X 

X 

X 

•dN 

X 

Tf« 

X 

X 

05 

X 

X 

X 

00 

X 

X 

CO 

Z « 
< < 

{^o^a^;sT(J  ui 
paaa^siSaj 

0 

X 

rf< 

0 

t- 

05 

X 

E-i 

sjuapisaa 
-UOii  JO 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

rH 

$ 


TO 

<A 

CO 

eo 

05 


► 

O 

Ph 

# 


5 


hS 

OQ 

d 

o 

dS 

u 

05 

X 

Cfl  40 

U 40 

ea 

*o 
o 
0 
o 
n 

d 
o 

'O 
O 

00 
d 
, »r» 

|x| 

■ § 

d 

ce 


(D 

c« 

d 

ea 

.a 


CD 

® I 

d 

M 

13; 


4^ 

44 

9 

^2; 


•saiBAl  ^ \ ^ 
pu«^3aa  ■ ^• 


cd 


CO  eo 

cd  ^ 


oq 

*d 


TO 

*d 


X 


00 


I 40 

I CO 


M 

CO 


X 

'll' 


cb 


CO 


05 

40 


CO 

CO 


uaqran^ 


40 

04 


X 

C4 

CO 


S 5 

CO  CO 


40 

r|» 

CO  04  04 


X 

o 

04 


05 


◄ 


2 


o 


oe 

o 


•j^aX-pini 

pa^^rai'^so  uol^JBlndoJ 


g s 


40 

05 


o 

04 


o o 

CO  X 

I- 

o o 

04  01 


o 

04 

X 

04 


O O o X X 
X 05  X X 
X 04  X 
»-•  05  r-i  X X 
04  »“i  04  ^ 1^ 


g 


l> 

X X 


t4 

ea 

<D 


l- 

04 

05 


X 

04 

05 


?4  S 

05  05 


CO 

05 


04  X 
XXX 

05  05  05 


40  X 
X X 
05  05 


4 


BRAINTREE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (aci-es)  (estimated)  ...  ...  ...  ...  59,569 

Population  (estimated  resident)  mid- 1937  ...  ...  15,660 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses  according  to  Rate  Books  ...  5,282 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £52,875 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £224 

Social  Co.mditions.  The  main  industry  of  the  Rural  District  is 
agriculture.  There  is  a clothing  factory  at  Coggeshall  and  an  iron  works 
at  Rayne.  Unemployment  figures  have  remained  low  during  1937. 


Live  Births 


EXTRACTS  FROM 

Total. 

f Legitimate  220 


( Illegitimate  1 2 
Stillbirths  ...  ...  5 


Deaths 


222  123 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes  : — 

Puerpei'al  sepsis  ... 

Other  puerperal  causes 
Total 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M.  F. 

116  104  I'Birtb  Rate  per  ],CC0 

< of  the  estimated 

5 7 (^resident  population,  14-8 

„ „ f Rate  per  1,000  total 

\ (live  and  still)  births  2T0 

r Death  Rate  per  1,000 
99  ■<  of  the  estimated 

(^resident  population,  14T 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
Deaths.  (live  and  still)  births 

0 0 

0 0 

0 0 


Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  : — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  51‘7 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  , 45.4 

Illegitimate  ,,  ,,  „ illegitimate,,  ,,  ...  166;^6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Death  from  AVhooping  Cough  (all  ages)  ...  ...  ...  0 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  ...  ...  0 


AGES  AT  DEATH  DURING  1987. 

Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents”  whether  occurring 
within  or  without  the  District. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


The  subjoined  table  gives  details  of  the  cause  of  death  throughout 
the  year.  Diseases  of  the  circulatory  system  again  took  heavy  toll. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

_ 



Measles 

— 

1 

Scarlet  fever  ... 

1 

— 

Whooping  cough 

— - 

— 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Influenza 

3 

5 

Encephalitis  lethargica  ... 

— 

— 

Cerebro-spinal  fever 

— 

— 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  ... 

6 

3 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

— 

— 

Syphilis 

1 

— 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane,  tabes  dorsalis  .. 

— 

— 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

11 

16 

Diabetes 

2 

6 

Cerebral  hamorrhage 

6 

t 

Heart  disease  ... 

26 

24 

Aneurysm 

1 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

14 

5 

Bronchitis 

■1 

5 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

7 

5 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

O 

Peptic  ulcer  ... 

3 

— 

Diarrhcea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

— 

— 

Appendicitis  ... 

1 

— 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

— 

— 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  &o. 

1 

1 

Other  digestive  diseases  ... 

7 

2 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

3 

2 

Puerperal  sepsis 

— 

— 

Other  puerperal  causes... 

— 

— 

Congenital  debility,  premature  birth,  malformations,  &c. ... 

5 

4 

Senility 

7 

.5 

Suicide 

1 

1 

Other  violence 

4 

— 

Other  defined  diseases 

6 

5 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

— 

Totalsj 

123 

99 

222 
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INFANT  MORTALITY. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  ages  under  1 year  of  age. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Under  1 -week 

j 1 — 2 weeks 

2 — 3 weeks 

3 — 4 weeks 

4 weeks  and  under 

3 months 

3 — 6 months 

6 — 9 months 

9 — 12  months 

Total  Deaths  1 

Under  1 Year.  1 

Congenital  debility  and  malfor- 
mation, premature  birth 

7 

2 

9 

Pneumonia 

. . • 

• • • 

• • • 

... 

1 

i 

• •• 

2 

Septicaemia  ... 

••• 

... 

•* 

... 

•• 

1 

... 

1 

Totals  ..  

7 

... 

... 

... 

3 

1 

1 

... 
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GENEKAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES. 

Public  Health  Officers. 

For  list  see  Page  i. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  for  the  Urban  Districts  of  Braintree  and  Witham  and  the  Rural 
District  of  Dunmow  and  Assistant  Medical  Officer  to  the  Essex  County 
Council, 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  laboratory  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  is 
carried  out  by  the  Counties’  Public  Health  Laboraties,  London.  The 
following  figures  indicate  the  use  made  of  this  service  by  the  medical 
practitioners  of  the  District. 

Specimen.  Number  Examined. 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  271 

Sputa  ...  ...  ...  1,561 

Typhoid  ...  ...  4 

’ Ringworm  ...  ...  o 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  358 


Total  2,194 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

A motor  ambulance  is  provided  at  the  Courtauld  General  Hospital 
for  non-infectious  cases  and  there  is  also  a motor  ambulance,  at  the 
Braintree  Isolation  Hospital  for  infectious  cases.  The  existing  ambu- 
lance services  are  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  area  and  co-ordination 
of  ambulance  services  in  this  part  of  the  County  has  been  secured  by  a 
reciprocal  arrangement  between  the  various  ambulance  authorities  in 
Braintree  and  the  surrounding  Districts. 
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Nursing  in  the  Home 

This  service  is  undertaken  by  the  Essex  County  Nursing  Associ- 
ation and  is  very  satisfactory. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 


These  are  provided  by  the  County  Council 
gives  details  of  present  arrangements. 

Child  Welfare.  Each  Month. 

Braintree  Treatment  Centre,  ist  & 4th  Monday 
Coggeshall  Road. 

Bocking.  Village  Hall. 

WiTHAM.  Legion  Hut, 

Mill  Lane. 

Silver  End.  Village  Hall. 

Kelvedon.  Parish  Hall. 

Hatfield  Peverel.  Village  Hall. 

Coggeshall.  Congregational 

Schoolroom,  Queen  Street 

Red  Triangle  Hut.  ist  Wednesday. 


The  following  list 


Tuesday  (except  5th) 
2nd  & 4th  Thursday. 
2nd  & 4th  Wednesday. 

ist  & 3rd  Thursday. 
2nd  & 4th  Friday. 

2nd  & 4th  Thursday, 
ist  & 3rd  Tuesday. 


Terling. 
Wethersfield. 
Gt.  Bardfield. 
Ante-Natal. 
Braintree. 


Village  Hall. 
Town  Hall. 


Treatment  Centre, 
Coggeshall  Road. 
Legion  Hut, 
Mill  Lane. 
Village  Hall. 

Women’s  Welfare. 

Braintree.  Treatment  Centre, 
Coggeshall  Road. 


WlTHA-M. 


Silver  End. 


Minor  Ailments. 
Braintree. 

Eye  Clinic. 
Braintree. 

Dental  Clinic. 
Braintree. 


IVeatment  Centre, 
Coggeshall  Road. 

Treatment  Centre, 
Coggeshall  Road. 


3rd  Monday, 
ist  Monday. 

ist  & 3rd  Wednesday. 

ist  Monday. 

3rd  Wednesday. 

ist  & 3rd  Wednesday. 

Tuesday. 

Monday. 


2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 

2.30  p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 

2 p.m. 
2 p.m. 
2.30  p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 p.m. 

2 pm. 

10  a.m. 


10  a.m. 


10  a.m. 


Treatment  Centre, 
Coggeshall  Road. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. 

Braintree.  Treatment  Centre, 

Coggeshall  Road. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensary. 
Braintree.  Treatment  Centre, 

Coggeshall  Road. 


2nd  & 4th  Thursday.  10  a m. 


Wednesday. 


Wednesday. 


2 p.m. 


1 1. 30  a.m. 
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Mental  Treatment. 

Chelmsford.  General  Hu.spital,  Wednesday. 

London  Road. 

Colchester.  General  Hospital,  Monday. 

I.exden  Road. 


2‘3o  p.m. 
3 P-ra- 


Venereal  Disease!. 

Chelmsford.  General  Hospital, 

London  Road. 

Colchester.  General  Hospital, 

Lexden  Road. 


Friday. 

1 1 p.m. 

Monday  (1 

males) 

6 p.m. 

Wednesday  (females) 

4 p.m. 

(males) 

5-30  p.m. 

Friday 

(females) 

2 p.m. 

(males) 

4 p.m. 

HOSPITALS 

Voluntary. 

General — The  William  Julien  Courtauld  Hospital,  Braintree  is  a 
modern  hospital  of  25  beds. 

Maternity — A new  maternity  hospital  is  under  construction  on  a 
site  near  the  William  Julien  Courtauld,  Braintree.  The  new  hospital 
will  accommodate  10  patients 


Public 

Isolation  Hospital 

The  Braintree  Isolation  Hospital  provides  accommodation  for  26 
patients.  A scheme  prepared  by  the  Essex  County  Council  under 
Section  63  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  is  still  under  consider- 
ation. The  object  of  this  scheme  is  to  centralise  the  work  of  existing 
Isolation  Hospitals  in  larger  and  more  up-to-date  institutions.  It  is 
proposed  to  provide  a modern  isolation  hospital  at  Braintree  to  serve 
the  Braintree,  Dunmow,  Halstead  and  Saffron  Walden  Districts.  At 
present  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  no  official  status  at  the  Brain- 
tree Isolation  Hospital  although  he  is  responsible  for  the  admission  of 
patients  there.  This  is  an  anomaly  which  should  be  corrected  as  it  is 
important  that  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  be  in  direct  control 
of  the  Isolation  Hospital. 


Small  Pox  Hospital. 

The  Essex  County  Council  and  the  Borough  of  Colchester  have 
provided  a new  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Mile  End,  Colchester  Cases  of 
small  pox  from  the  Braintree  Rural  District  wnll  be  removed  to  this 
Hospital  for  treatment. 

P.A.C.  Hospital 

The  Hospital  wards  of  the  Public  Assistance  Institution,  Braintree 
have  been  enlarged.  They  now  provide  accommodation  for  120  patients. 
This  institution  is  under  the  control  of  the  Essex  County  Council. 


Maternity. 

The  maternity  block  attached  to  the  Chelmsford  Institution  is 
available  for  cases  from  Braintree. 
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MORTUARY. 

A new  mortuary  and  post  mortem  room  were  completed  during 
1937  at  the  Braintree  P.A.C.  Institution. 

LEGISLATION  IN  FORCE 

No  new  byelaws  or  Acts  were  adopted  during  1937. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

Water  Supply. 

Coggeshall  Waterworks.  During  the  year  ending  31st  December, 
1937,  the  number  of  pumping  hours  at  these  works  was  7,856,  equal  to 
2 1 "5  hours  per  day.  The  volume  of  water  pumped  during  that  period 
was  approximately  5i|  million  gallons  equal  to  140,000  gallons  daily  or 
25  gallons  per  head  per  day. 

These  figures  show  an  increase  in  pumping  hours  over  last  year  of 
487  and  an  approximate  increase  in  consumption  of  4 million  gallons 
for  the  year. 

The  increase  in  consumption  is  similar  to  that  recorded  in  the  pre- 
vious year  and  is  equal  to  the  normal  growth  of  the  District. 

The  supply  at  these  works  is  giving  cause  for  anxiety.  The  peak 
demand  during  dry  periods  exceeds  the  supply  and  the  fact  that  the 
pumps  are  working  on  an  average  21  5 hours  per  day  throughout  the 
year  leaves  a low  factor  of  safety.  The  rest  level  of  the  well  fell  a fur- 
ther 1^  feet  during  the  year.  Steps  should  be  taken  during  the  coming 
year  to  augment  this  supply  in  order  to  cope  with  the  increased  demand. 

There  have  been  no  renewals  or  serious  repairs  to  these  works 
during  the  year.  The  electric  plant  continues  to  give  satisfaction  and 
low  pumping  costs  have  been  maintained  There  were  no  extensions  to 
the  mains  but  18  new  connections  (supplying  25  houses)  were  made 
during  the  year. 

The  supply  from  this  waterworks  is  controlled  by  chemical  and 
bacteriological  analysis  and  samples  are  submitted  for  examination  at 
least  twice  each  year. 

A sample  sent  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  of  Essex  on  9/12/37, 
was  examined  and  reported  on  as  follows : — 

“ This  is  a clear  and  bright  water,  of  normal  colour 
and  of  neutral  reaction.  The  water  contains  no  excess  of 
saline  matter,  is  free  from  metals,  of  moderate  hardness 
and  of  a high  degree  of  organic  and  bacterial  quality.  It 
is  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drinking  and 
domestic  purposes.” 

Stisted  Waterworks.  The  supply  at  Stisted  has  been  maintained. 
The  consumption  of  water  was  approximately  the  same  as  that  of  the 
previous  year,  being  million  gallons  for  the  year  or  21  gallons  per 
head  per  day.  Owing  to  further  defects  which  developed  in  the  wind- 
mill pumping  machinery  this  was  dismantled  in  the  early  part  of  1937 
and  since  then  pumping  has  been  caraied  on  entirely  by  petrol  engine. 
This  method  of  pumping  has  proved  to  be  very  costly. 
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There  were  no  extensions  to  the  mains  in  Stisted  during  1937. 

The  supply  from  this  works  is  controlled  by  chemical  and  bacterio- 
logical examination  and  during  the  year  seven  samples  were  submitted 
for  analysis. 

A sample  sent  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  of  Essex  on  8/12/37, 
was  examined  and  reported  on  as  follows ; — 

“ This  is  a bright  water  containing  a few  particles  of 
mineral  matter  in  suspension.  It  is  of  normal  colour  and 
neutral  reaction. 

The  water  contains  no  excess  of  saline  matter,  is  of 
moderate  hardness,  contains  only  a negligible  trace  of 
zinc  and  iron  and  is  of  a high  degree  of  organic  and 
bacterial  quality. 

It  is  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drink- 
ing and  domestic  purposes.” 

Terling  and  Hatfield  Peverel  Waterworks.  During  1937  the  pump- 
ing hours  at  these  works  were  1,933  volume  of  water  pumped 

was  approximately  15^  million  gallons  equal  to  an  average  daily  con- 
sumption of  42,000  gallons.  These  figures  shew  an  increase  in  con- 
sumption of  approximately  one  million  gallons  during  the  year.  This 
increase  in  consumption  is  less  than  that  reported  during  the  preceding 
year  and  is  accounted  for  by  the  normal  growth  of  the  district. 

There  have  been  no  serious  renewals  to  the  works  during  the  year 
and  the  quantity  of  water  yielded  by  the  springs  has  been  satisfactorily 
maintained. 

No  extension  of  the  water  mains  was  made  during  1937  but  18 
new  connections  were  made  during  the  year. 

The  supply  from  this  waterworks  is  controlled  by  chemical  and 
bacteriological  examinations  and  during  1937  three  santples  were  sub- 
mitted for  analysis.  In  two  cases  the  report  was  satisfactory  but  in  the 
third  instance  it  was  not  so. 

A sample  submitted  on  7/12/37  was  examined  by  the  County 
Bacteriologist  of  Essex  and  reported  on  as  follows : — 

“This  is  a clear  and  bright  water  of  normal  colour 
and  of  neutral  reaction.  The  water  contains  no  excess  of 
saline  matter,  is  hard  in  character,  contains  a negligible 
trace  of  zinc  and  is  of  a high  degree  of  organic  and 
bacterial  quality. 

It  is  a pure  and  wholesome  water  suitable  for  drink- 
ing and  domestic  purposes.” 

Although  the  above  report  is  a satisfactory  one  this  has  not  been 
so  in  the  case  of  all  samples  analysed  from  this  waterworks.  During 
the  past  five  years  fifteen  samples  have  been  submitted  for  examination 
and  of  these  10  have  been  satisfactory  and  five  unsatisfactory. 

The  springs  at  Terling  are  shallow  and  owing  to  their  position  and 
to  the  fact  that  there  is  no  definite  knowledge  regarding  their  course 
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underground  these  springs  are  difficult  to  protect  with  certainty.  The 
water  yielded  by  them  is,  therefore,  liable  to  variation  in  quality. 

I have,  therefore,  recommended  that  the  Council  should  seek  a 
more  reliable  source  of  supply  or  chlorinate  the  water  taken  from  the 
Terling  Springs. 

Dressing.  Part  of  the  village  of  Crossing  is  supplied  with  water 
from  the  Bradwell  Spring  which  is  privately  owned. 

This  supply  is  controlled  by  chemical  and  bacteriological  exami- 
nation and  two  samples  were  submitted  for  analysis  during  1937. 

A sample  sent  to  the  County  Bacteriologist  cf  Essex  on  9/12/37, 
was  examined  and  reported  on  as  follows  : — 

“ This  is  a clear  and  bright  water  of  normal  colour 
and  of  neutral  reaction.  The  water  contains  no  excess  of 
saline  matter,  is  hard  in  character,  free  from  metals  and 
of  a high  degree  of  organic  and  bacterial  purity. 

It  is  a pure  and  wholesome  water,  suitable  for  drink- 
ing and  domestic  purposes.” 

SHALLOW  WELLS. 

The  public  shallow  wells  and  water  supplies  under  the  control  of 
the  District  Council  number  47.  With  one  exception  these  supplies 
have  been  maintained  and  there  has  been  a recovery  from  the  conditions 
which  obtained  during  the  drought  of  recent  years.  Water  was,  how- 
ever, carted  to  the  Howe  Street  area  of  Finchingfield  where  the  supply 
was  again  in  abeyance,  during  part  of  the  year.  The  shallow  water  * 
supplies  of  the  District  are  unreliable  both  in  quantity  and  in  the  quality 
of  the  water,  which  they  yield.  These  supplies  are  always  liable  to  con- 
tamination and  will  remain  a serious  potential  danger  to  the  Public 
Health  until  they  are  replaced  by  public  piped  supplies  A report  on 
the  condition  of  the  public  shallow  wells  of  the  District  is  given  below. 
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As  mentioned  in  my  report  for  1936  two  comprehensive  water 
schemes  have  been  prepared  for  the  northern  and  southern  parts  of  the 
District  respectively. 


The  source  of  supply  in  the  northern  area  will  be  deep  wells  at 
Wethersfield  and  the  scheme’ will  supply  the  following  parishes  : — 
Bardfield  Baling,  Panfield, 

Finchingfield,  Rayne, 

Gt.  Bardfield,  Shalford, 

Gt.  Baling,  Wethersfield. 


Bupplies  in  the  case  of  the  southern  area  scheme  will  be  obtained 
from  the  Bouth  Esse.x  Water  Company’s  main  at  Tiptree.  The  scheme 
will  supply  the  following  parishes  and  the  new  supply  will  augment 
that  now  in  use  at  Kelvedon  and  Coggeshall  Waterworks  and  Btisted 
Waterworks  : — 


Black  Notley, 
Bradwell, 
Crossing, 
Feering, 

Gt.  Coggeshall, 


Kelvedon, 

Lt.  Coggeshall, 

Pattiswick, 

Btisted, 

White  Notley. 


The  schemes  have  now  been  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Health 
and  it  is  proposed  to  commence  work  on  them  early  in  1938. 


DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 


The  sewage  disposal  works  in  the  district  continue  to  give  general 
satisfaction.  Bamples  of  effluent  taken  prove  from  analysis  to  be  satis 
factory  and  well  nitrated.  During  the  year  each  of  the  works  in  turn 
proved  that  the  samples  of  effluent  for  a short  period  were  below  the 
standard  of  purity  allowed  by  the  E.C.C.,  but  this  proved  to  be  a tem- 
porary lapse  and  the  average  results  for  the  year  were  of  a satisfactory 
nature. 

The  weather  during  most  of  the  year  has  been  favourable  and  the 
works  have  not  been  unduly  extended,  except  for  short  periods  at  the 
beginning  and  end  of  the  year  when  abnormal  flows  were  dealt  with. 

There  have  been  no  serious  renewals  required  at  these  works,  and 
no  difficulty  experienced  in  the  disposal  of  the  sludge,  most  of  which 
has  been  carted  away  for  manurial  purposes. 

No  accurate  method  of  recording  the  amount  of  sewage  pumped 
exists,  but  there  is  definite  proof  that  all  the  works  dealt  with  more 
sewage  than  in  the  preceding  year. 

Work  on  the  new  sewerage  system  and  sewage  disposal  works  for 
the  parishes  of  Cressing,  White  Notley  and  Black  Notley  is  now  in 
progress. 
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RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

There  is  pollution  of  rivers  and  streams  in  or  near  the  following 
villages  : — 

Crossing, 

Terling, 

Feering, 

Great  Bardfield, 

Wethersfield, 

Finchingfield. 

The  Council  have  under  consideration  sewerage  and  sewage  dis- 
posal schemes  for  the  parishes  of  Terling  and  Feering. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

See  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  Page  27 — 28. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

There  is  a weekly  collection  of  house  refuse  by  motor  vehicle  in 
the  parishes  of  Great  and  Little  Coggeshall,  Kelvedon  and  Feering. 
The  refuse  is  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping.  A system  of  partial 
collection  is  in  operation  in  Hatfield  Peverel  and  Rayne  and  dumps  for 
bottles,  tins,  &c.,  have  been  provided  in  the  following  parishes : — 

P.ARiSH.  Number  of  Dumps. 

Great  Bardfield  3 

Finchingfield  4 

White  Notley  i 

Great  Saling  2 

Shalford  3 

Wethersfield  2 

These  dumps  are  emptied  periodically  by  contractors.  Night  soil 
is  collected  by  contractors  in  the  following  parishes : — 

Black  Notley, 

Finchingfield, 

Gt.  Bardfield, 

Wethersfield, 

Stisted. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 

See  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  Pages  25 — 28. 

SHOPS. 

See  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  Page  32. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

See  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  Page  32. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  swimming  baths  or  pools 
open  to  the  public  in  the  Rural  District. 


15 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

Houses  which  arc  infested  with  bed  bugs  are  freed  from  these  pests 
by  fumigation  with  hydrogen  cyanide  gas. 

Before  removal  to  Council  Houses  the  belongings  of  tenants  are 
freed  from  vermin  by  fumigation  with  hydrogen  cyanide  in  the  infested 
houses  or  in  special  vans  during  the  course  of  removal. 

The  work  is  carried  out  by  contractors  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Council’s  Sanitary  Officers. 

On  completion  of  the  work  independent  tests  are  applied  by  the 
Council’s  Sanitary  Officers  to  ensure  that  the  houses  or  effects  are  free 
from  dangerous  concentrations  of  the  ga.s.  'I'he  houses  and  belongings 
of  tenants  of  Council  Houses  who  have  moved  from  infested  houses  are 
inspected  at  intervals  for  evidence  of  reinfestation. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  during  the  year  : — 

Council  Houses.  Other  Houses. 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  infested  ...  i o 

Number  of  houses  or  belongings  disinfested  i o 

Total  ...  ...  ...  I o 


SCHOOLS 

The  general  conditions,  sanitation  and  water  supply  of  the  public 
elementary  schools  of  the  district  are  satisfactory. 

The  School  Medical  Service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council 
and  is  carried  out  in  the  Braintree  Rural  District  by  a full  time  Medical 
Officer  working  in  co-operation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

See  also  page  22. 
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REPORT  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Act, 
1901,  in  connection  with  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workpiaces. 
1. -Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces, 
Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectorg  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

(1) 

Number  of 

Inspections 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions 

(4) 

Factories  ... 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

2 

— 

— 

Workshops  ... 

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

6 

1 

— 

Workplaces  ... 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  Premises) 

Total ... 

8 

1 

— 

2- Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

pQ.rfip.nlfl.rc. 

Number 

Referred 

of  Prose- 

Found. 

Remedied.  1 

to  H.M. 

cutions. 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

Inspector. 

(4) 

(5) 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health 

j 

Acts — t 

i 

Want  of  cleanliness  

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

- - 

Overcrowding ... 

•••  ••• 

— 

— 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

— 

Other  nuisances 

•••  ••• 

insufficient 

Sanitary 

1 

— 

accommodation  ( 

unsuitable  or 

1 defective 



, not  separate  for 

1 

sexes 

Offences  under 

the  Factory  and 

! 

Workshop  Acts 

; — 

t 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground 

\ 

1 

bakehouse  (s. 

101)  

1 

j 

other  offences 

•••  ••• 

1 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to 

j Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

outwork  and  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Sched- 

ule  to  the  Ministry  of  Health 
( Factories  and  W orkshops  Trans- 
fer of  Powers)  Order,  1921). 

Total  

1 

1 

— 

— 

tincluding  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8 of  the  Factory  and 
Workshop  Act,  1901,  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Outwork  in  Unwholesome  Premises,  Sec,  108 


NU. 
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HOUSING. 


The  inspection  of  working  class  dwellings  under  the  Housing  Acts 
has  been  continued  during  the  year  and  details  of  the  inspections  are 
given  in  the  table  below. 

At  the  close  of  1937  Official  Representations  had  been  made  to  the 
District  Council  in  respect  of  a total  of  900  houses.  Further  particulars 
regarding  these  representations  and  the  Demolition  Orders  and  Clear- 
ance Orders  which  have  followed  are  given  below. 


1936. 

1936.  1937. 

80 

209 

272 

0 

305 

34 

42 

38 

80 

0 

7 

2 

0 

46 

1 1 

0 

7 

1 

0 

42 

6 

0 

4 

2 

to  encourage 

recon- 

No.  of  houses  represented  under  Section  1 1 
No.  of  houses  represented  under  Section  25 
No.  of  Demolition  Orders  made 
No.  of  Clearance  Orders  made 
(No.  of  houses  therein)  ... 

No.  of  Clearance  Orders  confirmed 

(No.  of  houses  in  the  Area  confirmed) 

No.  of  houses  excluded  from  Clearance  Areas 
It  has  been  the  policy  of  the  District  Coui 
ditioning  as  far  as  possible.  There  is  no  objection  to  reconditioning  in 
suitable  cases  providing  the  work  is  carried  out  thoroughly,  but  it  is 
obviously  a mistake  to  permit  an  owner  to  attempt  to  recondition  prop- 
erty which  suffers  from  inherent  defects  such  as  external  bad  arrange- 
ment. 

Most  of  the  properties  have  been  dealt  with  informally  and  this 
procedure  often  results  in  serious  delays.  A considerable  amount  of 
reconditioning  has,  however,  been  carried  out  in  this  District  but  it  is 
still  my  opinion  that  the  results  would  have  been  obtained  in  less  time 
if  the  procedure  under  the  Housing  Acts  had  been  followed  more  closely. 


I.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING 
THE  YEAR. 


(T) 

(a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  ... 

1143 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

1182 

(2) 

(a)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (included  under 
sub-head  ( 1 ) above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consoli- 

dated Regulations,  1925  ... 

1 143 

(b)  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose 

1 182 

(3) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

306 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ... 

(4) 

Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  

537 
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2.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  DURING  THE  YEAR 
WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF  FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  54 

3.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936. 

(i)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 


notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  2 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  : — 

{a J By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(d)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; — 

(a)  By  owners  ..  ...  ...  ...  4 

(l>)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  and  13  op  the 

Housing  Act,  1936. — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  80 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 


D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  op  the  Housing 
Act,  1936  : — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

HOUSING  ACT,  1935 — Overcrowding: — 


(i) 

Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 
of  the  year  ... 

19 

(ii) 

Number  of  families  dwelling  therein 

19 

(iii) 

Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein 

146 

(^) 

Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 
during  the  year 

6 

(0 

(i) 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 
during  the  year 

7 

(ii) 

Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 

52 

19 


{d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling  houses 
have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  o 

New  Houses  Erected  : — 

By  Council  ...  ...  ...  o 

Private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  59 

Total  — 59 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Milk  Supply.  The  premises  concerned  in  the  production  and  sale 
of  milk  are  inspected  regularly  and  samples  are  taken  for  bacteriological 
and  biological  examination. 

The  consumption  of  milk  has  increased  of  recent  years  but  at  2/5 
pint  per  head  daily  it  is  still  too  low  in  this  country.  An  all  round  in- 
crease to  about  one  pint  daily  is  very  desirable  and  will  result  in  im- 
proved national  and  individual  health  and  fitness. 

The  nutritive  value  of  milk  cannot  be  stressed  too  often.  Milk  is 
unique  among  foods  and  is  of  especial  value  to  growing  children.  It  is 
more  than  a food  in  the  ordinary  sense  as  it  contains  important  body 
building  and  protective  elements.  In  virtue  of  these  milk  promotes  growth 
and  health  and  protects  those  who  drink  it  from  disease.  Milk  must, 
however,  be  safe,  that  is,  it  must  be  free  from  active  bacterial  infection 
which  may  cause  disease  in  human  beings. 

The  public  cannot  enjoy  the  maximum  benefits  of  milk  drinking 
until  all  milk  which  is  consumed  is  safe.  At  the  present  time  this  is  not 
the  case  and  illness  can  result  from  the  drinking  of  unsafe  milk. 

The  problem  can  be  solved  by  one  of  two  methods. 

1.  Providing  a safe  supply  at  the  source  and  thereafter  protecting 
it  from  contamination.  The  difficulties  of  providing  a universally  safe 
raw  milk  supply  are  enormous  and  for  economic  reasons  alone  it  is 
impracticable  to  do  so  now.  The  official  machinery  for  improving  milk  at 
the  source  is  continuously  at  work  and  has  produced  excellent  results, 
but  at  present  Tuberculin  Tested  milk  is  the  only  milk  which  can  be 
recommended  for  consumption  without  treatment. 

2.  Treatment  which  will  ensure  that  all  milk  is  safe  before  it  is 
consumed.  Treatment  can  be  applied  to  supplies  either  by  pasteuris- 
ation or  by  boiling.  Pasteurisation  is  largely  practised  on  a commercial 
scale  and  when  efficiently  carried  out  renders  milk  safe  and  does  not  lower 
its  value  to  any  material  extent.  Boiling  on  the  other  hand  does  modify 
the  nutritive  value  of  milk  but  should  be  resorted  to  whenever  supplies 
of  Tuberculin  Tested  or  Pasteurised  milk  cannot  be  obtained. 

See  also  Report  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  Page  30. 
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Meat  and  Other  Foods.  Routine  inspection  of  meat,  slaughter 
houses,  shops  and  places  where  food  is  prepared  is  carried  out  by  the 
Council's  Sanitary  Inspectors.  Details  of  this  work  are  given  in  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  Report  on  pages  28,  and  29. 

There  are  18  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Rural  District,  most 
of  which  are  small.  During  1937  69’8%  of  the  animals  slaughtered 
for  human  food  were  inspected.  This  figure  is  a high  one  in  the  cir- 
cumstances. This  work  makes  heavy  demands  on  the  time  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspectors  and  it  is  estimated  that  this  service  costs  ;^2oo 
annually. 

The  provision  of  a central  abbatoir  under  the  Council’s  control 
and  the  closing  of  privare  slaughter-houses  in  the  District  would  simpli- 
fy the  work  of  meat  inspection.  Supervision  of  the  work  in  a number 
of  private  slaughter  houses  is  never  as  satisfactory  as  it  is  in  a central 
abbatoir  and  there  are  few  civilised  countries  in  which  this  system  of 
private  slaughterhouses  is  still  allowed. 

Some  modification  of  the  existing  law  on  this  subject  appears,  how- 
ever, to  be  necessary  before  the  abolition  of  private  slaughterhouses  can 
be  general.  The  cost,  including  the  cost  of  compensation  which  is 
involved  at  present,  is  heavy. 

Adulteration,  &c.  Action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs 
(Adulteration)  Act,  1928,  the  Artificial  Cream  Act,  1929,  the  Public 
Health  (Condensed  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927,  the  Public 
Health  (Dried  Milk)  Regulations,  1923  and  1927,  and  the  Public  Health 
(Preservatives,  &c , in  Food)  Regulations,  1925  to  1927.  This  work  is 
undertaken  by  the  Essex  County  Council. 

Chemical  and  Bacteriological  Examination  of  Food.  This  work 
is  carried  ouc  by  the  Essex  County  Council  and  the  samples  submitted 
are  examined  by  Dr.  Dyer,  the  County  Analyst. 

Nutrition.  Information  on  this  subject  is  given  at  the  schools, 
clinics  and  welfare  centres  throughout  the  District. 

Shellfish.  There  are  no  shellfish  beds  or  layings  in  the  Rural 
District. 

Shellfish  which  are  marketed  in  the  District  are  obtained  mainly 
from  layings  on  the  Essex  Coast. 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  CAMPAIGN. 

During  the  last  three  months  of  the  year  active  propaganda  with 
regard  to  physical  fitness  and  the  health  services  has  been  carried  on. 
Posters  have  been  exhibited,  cards  and  bills  have  been  displayed  in 
schools,  halls,  clinics  and  places  of  public  resort.  Pamphlets  and  other 
literature  have  been  distributed.  A considerable  amount  of  public  in- 
terest has  been  aroused  already  and  it  is  proposed  to  continue  the 
campaign  during  the  early  months  of  1938.  A Health  Week  has  been 
arranged  in  Braintree  at  the  end  of  January,  1938. 
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AIR  RAID  PRECAUTIONS. 

Schemes  have  been  prepared  for  providing  casualty  services  in  the 
event  of  air  attack.  These  include  first  aid  and  cleansing  posts,  auxil- 
liary  ambulances,  first  aid  parties,  decontamination  of  clothing  and 
storage  of  respirators.  The  St.  John’s  Ambulance  Brigade  have  under- 
taken the  training  of  the  voluntary  personnel  required  to  man  most  of 
these  services.  The  schemes  on  paper  are  well  advanced  but  are  not 
effective  at  present  owing  to  lack  of  trained  personnel.  Numbers  of 
volunteers  have  come  forward  for  the  work  but  several  hundreds  more 
are  needed. 

The  main  objects  of  Aid  Raid  Precautions  are  to  avoid  panic  and 
prevent  the  casualties  which  might  arise  as  a result  of  lack  of  knowledge 
and  training  on  the  part  of  the  civil  population.  It  has  been  stated  that 
one  person  in  thirty  should  be  trained  in  the  work,  but  it  would  be 
better  to  regard  each  family  as  the  unit  and  arrange  for  the  training  of 
one  member  of  it  so  that  each  household  could  be  to  some  extent  inde- 
pendent of  outside  help  and  advice  in  an  emergencey. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

31  cases  of  infectious  disease  (other  than  tuberculosis)  were  notified 
during  the  year.  Details  of  these  are  given  in  the  adjoining  table. 
There  have  been  no  cases  of  meningococcal  meningitis.  2 cases  of 
diphtheria  were  notified,  both  of  which  were  promptly  removed  to  the 
Isolation  Hospital  and  treated  with  diphtheria  antitoxin.  These  cases 
of  diphtheria  were  of  the  mild  or  intermediate  type  and  recovered. 
No  cases  of  diphtheria  gravis  were  seen  during  1937.  The  incidence  of 
scarlet  fever  was  lower  than  it  was  in  1936.  The  disease  generally  was 
mild  in  type  and  serious  complications  were  rare.  While  the  present 
mild  form  of  the  disease  is  prevalent  “ missed  ” cases,  that  is  cases 
where  the  infection  is  unrecognised,  inevitably  arise  and  these  patients 
acting  as  intermediaries  or  carriers  may  spread  the  disease,  possibly  in 
more  severe  form,  to  others.  For  this  reason  removal  of  all  notified 
cases  of  scarlet  fever  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  proves  to  be  less  effective 
than  might  be  expected  in  checking  the  spread  of  scarlet  fever  infection. 

As  far  as  possible  cases  of  scarlet  fever  should  be  isolated  at  home 
and  the  admission  of  cases  to  the  Isolation  Hospital  should  be  limited 
to  those  which  would  generally  fall  into  the  following  categories : — 

Insufficient  or  unsuitable  accommodation  at  home  for  isolation 
and  treatment. 

Severe  type  of  illness  or  complications  necessitating  hospital  treat- 
ment. 

Lack  of  nursing  facilities  at  home  owing  to  illness  of  parents  or 
other  causes. 
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Occurrence  of  a case  in  a house  adjoining  business  or  public 
premises  and  particularly  those  where  milk  is  produced  or  handled. 

Cases  where  the  head  of  the  home  would  lose  wages  if  nursing  at 
home  were  insisted  on. 

Two  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia  were  notified  in  1937.  The  source 
of  the  infection  was  not  traced  in  either  case.  The  County  Council  is 
the  supervising  authority  for  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  carries  out 
any  investigation  which  the  circumstances  call  for. 

No  cases  of  dysentery  or  malaria  occurred  in  the  Rural  District 
during  the  year.  12  cases  of  pneumonia  were  notified,  none  of  which 
presented  any  unusual  features. 

The  Braintree  Isolation  Hospital  Authorities  are  unable  to  admit 
cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  as  a routine,  owing  to  limited 
accommodation.  Shortening  the  period  of  stay  in  hospital  of  uncompli- 
cated cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  careful  selection  of  the  cases  admitted 
might,  however,  even  at  present  improve  the  position  in  favour  of  measles 
and  whooping  cough  cases  It  is  important  therefore  that  the  new 
isolation  hospital  which  is  planned  under  Section  63  of  the  Local 
Government  Act  shall  include  adequate  provision  for  the  treatment  of 
cases  of  measles  and  whooping  cough  when  this  is  necessary.  The 
mortality  from  these  diseases  and  their  complications  is  more  serious 
than  is  generally  recognised. 

Intimations  of  illness  and  infectious  disease  are  received  from  the 
schools  and  acting  on  this  information  the  exclusion  of  individual  chil- 
dren or  the  closure  of  schools  or  school  departments  is  arranged  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  when  necessary. 

Influenza,  chicken  pox,  whooping  cough  and  measles  were  prevalent 
during  the  year.  No  closure  of  schools  or  school  departments  was  ' 
however  necessary. 


Notifiable  Disease  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  notified  during  1937. 
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Scarlet  fever  . 
Diphtheria 
Puerperal  Pyi 
Pneumonia 
Erysipelas 

Totals 
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PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  by  the  District  Council  under  Section  66 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925  for  the  prevention  of  blindness  or  for 
the  treatment  of  persons  suffering  from  any  disease  or  injury  to  the  pyes. 
This  work  is  undertaken  in  the  District  by  the  Essex  County  Council. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  during  1937  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  relating  to  persons 
suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  employed  in  the  milk  trade  or 
under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925  relating  to  the  com- 
pulsory removal  to  a hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 

Tuberculosis.  Particulars  of  new  cases  of  Tuberculosis  and  of 
deaths  from  the  disease  in  the  area  during  1937,  will  be  found 
below. 


Age  Periods 
(years) 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary. 

Pulmonary. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

0 to  1 

1 „ 5 

... 

... 

... 

... 

5 „ 10 

... 

4 

... 

... 

... 

10  „ 15 

• • • 

1 

2 

... 

... 

16  „ 20 

1 

... 

... 

« t • 

20  „ 25 

1 

... 

... 

2 

• •• 

25  „ 35 

1 

1 

... 

2 

... 

35  „ 45 

2 

• •• 

... 

2 

• » « 

• •• 

45  „ 55 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

... 

55  „ 65 

• .. 

... 

1 

... 

65  and  upwards  ... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Totals. 

4 

3 

6 

0 

6 

3 

0 

0 

16 

d 

The  percentage  of  deaths  of  un-notified  cases  is  ii.i. 
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REPORT  OF  CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 

1937. 

To  THE  Chairman  and  Members  of 

THE  BRAINTREE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  report  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Department  for  1937. 

It  has  again  been  necessary  to  concentrate  on  Housing  duties  to 
the  exclusion  of  some  other  work.  Satisfactory  progress  has  been  made, 
and  the  survey  now  in  progress  will  be  completed  early  in  1938. 

The  work  for  the  year  has  been  classified  under  separate  headings 
in  an  endeavour  to  give  a concise  review  of  the  activities  of  your 
Inspectors. 

NATURE  AND  NUMBER  OF  VISITS,  INSPECTIONS,  &e. 


Complaints  received  and  Investigated  ...  ...  83 

Housing  Visits  ...  ...  ..  ...  ...  1,182 

Re-visits  and  inspections  of  work  in  progress  ...  943 

Interviews  with  owners,  builders  and  architects  ...  317 

To  obtain  information  as  to  “ Permitted  Numbers  ” ...  39 

Inspection  of  houses  prior  to  tenants  removing  to  Council 

Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

To  supervise  removal  of  furniture,  for  HCN  fumigation  i 

Tests  carried  out  for  presence  of  HCN  after  fumigation  2 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Disinfections  carried  out  ...  ..  ...  ...  33 

Inspection  of  cowsheds  and  dairies  ...  ...  ...  96 

Visits  to  slaughterhouses  and  butchers’ shops  ...  ...  i,453 

Inspections  of  Knacker’s  Yard  ...  ...  ...  11 

„ ,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  16 

,,  „ Fish  friers’  premises  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  Ice-cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  9 

„ ,,  Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  S 

Water  samples  taken  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Drains  tested  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Attendance  at  Police  Court  ...  ...  ...  2 

Schools  inspected  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Misc^'llaneous  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  272 


Offensive  Trades  ... 

Knackers’  Yards  ... 

Slaughterhouses  ... 

Other  Dairies  & Milkshops 

Cowsheds  ... 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  i 

Common  Lodging  Houses 

Regulated  Buildings, 

Trades,  &c. 

1 

- 

00 

K) 

00 

1 34 

1 

No.  IN 
District 

1 

- 

00 

Lr\ 

O 

Ov 

1 

No. 

Inspected 

1 

U) 

VO 

to 

Ov 

1 

Total  No.  of 
Inspections 

1 

Ln 

- 

O) 

1 

Notices 

Served 

l-H 

(^n 

- 

VO 

U) 

1 

Notices 

CoupLiED  With 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Legal 

Proceedings 

u 

w 

H 

> 

HH 

r 

V) 

o 


o 

o 

iz; 

o 

r* 
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U) 

n 

H 
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o 


td 
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NOTICES  & LETTERS  SENT  OUT. 

Informal  Notices 

41 

Verbal  Notices 

• « • • • • 

29 

Letters... 

• • • • • • 

466 

Formal  Notices 

• • • • • • 

2 

Outstanding  notices  (ist  Jan.  1937)  ... 

• •t  • • • 

202 

„ „ (31st  Dec.  1937) 

... 

193 

DETAILS  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT  AS  A RESULT  OF  ACTION  TAKEN. 


The  principal  work  resulting  from  action  taken  is  included  under 
“ Housing,”  and  indicated  by  the  ninety-one  houses  thoroughly  re- 
conditioned. In  addition,  the  following  work  has  been  carried  out 
after  the  service  of  notices  ; — 


Houses  re-drained 
Foul  ditches  piped 
Accumulations  of  refuse  removed 
New  sinks  provided 
Trapped  gullys  provided 
Cesspools  emptied 

R.W.P.s  and  Eaves  gutters  repaired  ... 

Drains  cleared 
Pumps  repaired 

School  sanitary  conveniences  repaired 
Nuisances  from  pig  keeping  abated 
Dirty  houses  cleansed  ...  ... 

New  covers  fixed  to  wells 
New  water  closets  ... 

Pail  closets  abolished 
New  pail  closets  ... 

Privies  abolished  ... 

Houses  re-drained  and  connected  to  sewer 

Separate  sanitary  accommodation  provided  at  workshop 

External  doors  repaired 

Windows  made  to  open 

Yard  pavings  re-laid 

Brickwork  repaired 

Roofs  repaired 

Coppers  repaired  ... 

Smoke  nuisances  abated 

Slaughterhouse  refuse  removed 

Slaughterhouses  limewashed 

Knackers’  yard  limewashed 

Sink  waste  pipe  dis-connected  from  drain 

Dustbins  provided 

Ponds  cleansed... 

Overcrowding  abated 


1 1 
2 
8 
8 
6 
4 

4 

II 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

2 
I 

1 

2 

5 

1 

3 

4 

2 
2 

1 

2 
I 
I 

4 

I 

I 

20 

1 

I 
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Bakehouses  cleansed 

Proper  coal  storage  provided  in  bakehouse 
New  closet  pails  provided  ... 

Public  House  sanitary  accommodation  repaired 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION— 

Approximate  figures  at  the  end  of  1937  : — 

Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Pail  Closets  ...  ...  ...  3,200 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  1,950 

Water  Closets  (Hand  flushed)  ...  10 


2 

I 

3 

I 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  low  percentage  of  inspection  is  again  due  to  the  difficulty  in 
respect  of  one  slaughterhouse,  at  which  extensive  killing  is  carried  out 
at  night  and  on  Sundays.  The  use  of  these  premises  will  be  discon- 
tinued early  in  1938,  when  the  new  occupier  will  remove  to  new  premises 
nearer  Braintree,  a licence  for  the  erection  of  which  was  granted  during 
the  year. 

ANTE-MORTEM  INSPECTION  OF  ANIMALS 
INTENDED  FOR  SLAUGHTER. 

The  wide  distribution  of  slaughterhouses  over  the  District  prevents 
systematic  inspection  of  all  animals  prior  to  slaughter.  Those  alive  on 
the  occasion  of  each  visit  are  inspected,  but  in  the  majority  of  cases 
animals  are  brought  direct  from  markets  and  farms  to  be  slaughtered 
immediately. 

I give  the  following  tables  for  your  information  : — 

TABLE  I.  (All  Slaughterhouses). 


BEASTS 

PIGS 

SHEEP 

CALVES 

Notified 

1,217 

6,870 

3,968 

668 

No.  Inspected 

927 

4,756 

2,789 

405 

^ ... 

76.2 

69.2 

70-5 

60.6 

TABLE^  II.  (Separate  figures  for  individual  slaughterhouse 
referred  to  above). 


BEASTS 

PIGS 

SHEEP 

CALVES 

Notified 

3II 

5,^532 

1,735 

657 

Inspected 

I 76 

2,935 

1,124 

395 

29 


TABLE  III.  (All  slaughterhouses  except  that  in  Table  II). 


BEASTS 

PIGS 

SHEEP 

CALVES 

Notified 

906 

1,838 

2,333 

1 1 

No.  Inspected... 

751 

1,82 1 

1,674 

10 

^ ... 

82‘9 

99-1 

7S‘o 

90-9 

MEAT  CONDEMNED  6,729  lbs. 

All  meat  condemned  has  been  voluntarily  surrendered,  and  the 
diagnoses  and  decisions  of  your  Inspectors  have  not  been  questioned  in 
any  instance. 


Cattle,  ex-  Sheep  and 

eluding  Cows  Cows  Calves  Lambs  Pigs 


No.  Killed 

1,142 

75 

668 

3,968 

6,870 

No.  Inspected 

86s 

62 

405 

2,798 

4,756 

ALL  DISEASES 
except  Tuberculosis 
Whole  carcases 
condemned 

I 

— 

I 

6 

7 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

32 

4 

I 

6 

73 

% of  the  number 
inspected  affected 
with  disease  other 
than  tuberculosis 

oa  1 

! ^ 1 

6-5 

0 5 

0.4 

1-7 

TUBERCULOSIS 

ONLY 

Whole  carcases 
condemned 

2 

— 

— 

— 

7 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

45 

9 

— 

— 

129 

per  cent,  of  the  num- 
ber inspected  affec- 
ted with  tuberculosis 

5-4 

14-5 

— 

— 

2.9 
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COWSHEDS  and  DAIRIES. 


Premises  registered  for  Production  and  VVholesale  ...  50 

„ „ „ „ „ Retail  ...  ...  35 

„ „ „ Retail  only  ...  ...  ...  3 

Persons  registered  as  Producers  only  ...  ...  ...  34 

„ „ „ Producer-retailers  ...  ...  35 

„ „ „ Retailers  only  ...  ...  ...  3 

Premises  licenced  for  production  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  14 
,,  „ „ „ „ Accredited  Milk  ...  29 


New  procedure  has  been  introduced  during  the  year  by  the 
Essex  County  Council  when  considering  applications  for  licentes  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order. 

Before  licences  are  granted,  certificates  are  required  from  the 
District  Council  in  whose  area  the  applicants’  premises  are  situated, 
stating  that  the  premises  comply  with  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Order. 

Routine  inspection  of  all  premises  has  not  been  carried  out  owing 
to  pressure  of  other  duties,  and  practically  all  visits  have  been  of  a 
supervisory  nature  in  connection  with  alterations  or  improvements 
carried  out. 

WORK  CARRIED  OUT. 


BRADWELL 


BRADWELL 

FAIRSTEAD 


FEERING 

FEERING 

FAULKBOURNE 


Additional  lighting  provided  in  dairy. 

Washing  facilities  and  overalls  provided 
for  milkers. 

Accumulation  of  manure  removed  from  proximity 
to  cowshed  and  dairy. 

ACCREDITED  LICENCE  GRANTED. 

Additional  lighting  provided  in  cowshed. 

ACCREDITED  LICENCE  GRANTED. 

I St  cowshed  remodelled  throughout. 

2nd  cowshed — floor  reconstructed  and  additional 
lighting  provided. 

New  dairy  built  and  all  premises  redrained. 

Washing  facilities  and  overalls  provided  for 
milkers. 

Unsatisfactory  water  supply  dispensed  with  and 
new  bore  sunk. 

ACCREDITED  LICENCE  GRANTED. 

Use  of  unsatisfactory  water  supply  discontinued 
and  main  water  used. 

Existing  building  converted  into  dairy. 

Floor,  mangers  and  stalls  reconstructed. 
TUBERCULIN  TESTED  LICENCE. 
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Cowshed  floor  and  drainage  reconstructed. 

Dairy  floor  repaired. 

Cover  provided  for  water  storage  tank. 

Milking  stools  cleansed. 

ACCREDITED  LICENCE’  GRANTED. 

Cowshed  cleansed  and  limewashed. 

Drainage  repaired. 

Water  supply  rendered  satisfactory. 

E.xisting  buildings  converted  into  cowshed  and 
dairy. 

ACCREDITED  LICENCE  GRANTED. 


Good  progress  has  been  made  during  the  year  with  this  work. 
The  impression  gained  in  1936,  of  a low  standard  of  dwelling  predomi- 
nating, has  been  confirmed  during  1937. 

Extensive  disrepair  is  frequently  the  worst  feature  of  houses,  but 
more  apparent  still  is  the  absence  of  amenities  and  decent  conveniences 
in  connection  with  older  working  class  dwellings.  This  and  bad  interior 
planning  make  it  necessary  to  practically  rebuild  premises  in  many  cases 
in  order  to  render  them  satisfactory. 

An  increased  desire  by  owners  to  recondition  cottages  has  been 
apparent  during  the  year,  chiefly  because  of  the  threat  of  demolition. 
The  folly  of  continually  patching  up  an  old  dwelling  without  materially 
improving  it,  is  also  becoming  recognised. 

Lack  of  space  prevents  details  of  reconditioning  being  given,  but 
ninety-one  houses  have  been  completed  during  the  year.  The  work  in  all 
cases  has  been  extensive  and  subjected  to  close  supervision  during  pro- 
gress. The  houses  have  been  altered  internally  to  give  good  arrange- 
ment, new  staircases  constructed  in  most  cases,  and  sinks  and  drainage 
provided.  Foodstores,  washing  accommodation  and  cooking  facilities 
have  been  incorporated,  and  lighting  and  ventilation  of  all  rooms  made 
satisfactory  All  disrepair  and  dampness  have  been  remedied,  paving 
provided  outside  the  back  doors,  and  external  decoration  carried  out. 


No.  houses  recorded  in  detail  ...  ...  1143 

,,  „ reported  to  M.O.H.  (Sec.  25)  ...  34 

„ „ „ „ „ (Sec.  11)  ...  272 

,,  ,,  demolished...  ...  ...  35 

„ „ reconditioned  ...  ...  9^ 

„ of  plans  and/or  Specifications  submitted 

by  owners  ...  ...  ...  3‘^9 


FINCHINGFIELD 


HATFIELD 

PEVEREL 

RAYNE 

WETHERSFIELD 


HOUSING. 
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SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  this  Act  during  the  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Observations  of  the  few  factory  chimneys  in  the  District  have 
shown  no  cause  for  complaint  or  action. 

ICE  CREAM  PREMISES. 

The  premises  of  Ice  Cream  makers  have  all  been  inspected  during 
the  summer.  No  standard  with  which  they  must  comply  is  laid  down, 
but  they  are  dealt  with  on  the  same  lines  as  dairies. 

RATS  & MICE  (Destruction)  ACT,  1919. 

Propaganda  by  means  of  posters  and  small  bills  has  been  carried 
out.  Only  two  complaints  of  rat  infestation  have  been  received,  and  it 
is  found  that  occupants  of  premises  affected,  or  likely  to  be  affected, 
take  the  necessary  steps  themselves  to  exterminate  these  vermin. 

I am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

F.  W.  FAIREY, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


